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This guide will help you :
üprepare for hurricane season
üstay informed of the latest tropical 

cyclone threats
üstay safe during a hurricane
ülearn about local tropical cyclone 

history

NOTE: Numerous links are provided throughout this guide to get more information!



Outline

üTropical Cyclone Hazards
üBeing Prepared and Staying Informed 
üTropical Cyclone Basics
üTropical Cyclone Climatology
üTropical Cyclone History for Southeast 

South Carolina and Southeast Georgia



Main Tropical Cyclone Hazards



Storm Surge Terminology
ü Storm surge: abnormal rise of water generated by a storm

ü Storm tide: storm surge + astronomical tide

ü Inundation: height/depth of water above the ground



Storm Surge Facts
ü Greatest threat to life and property 

along the coast

ü Can occur rapidly and forcefully and 
travel many miles inland in low - lying 
areas (such as along the SC/GA coasts)

ü Produced mainly by strong winds 
blowing over the ocean for an 
extended period

ü Stronger, larger and faster storms 
generally produce higher surge

ü The amount of surge is not solely 
dependent on the storm category

ü Highest surges at the coast typically 
occur to the right of where the center 
of the storm comes ashore (blue area 
outlined in the image to the right)
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Isle of Palms, SC after Hurricane Hugo (1989)


